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Introduction

Statement of Objectives

The data use, data needs of stakeholders, distribution of data, and limitations of the Michigan Asthma Medicaid Surveillance System (MAMSS) are evaluated in this study.  The MAMSS is a database that is created from the national surveillance system Community Health Automated Medicaid Processing System (CHAMPS) and is analyzed and stratified according to geographic, age, race, and type depending on requestor needs.   Data from MAMSS is requested throughout the year from a variety of consumers and stakeholders.  

According to the national asthma guidelines (NHLBI, 2007), the purposes of asthma surveillance are to:
· Understand the impact of asthma, including the number of people affected, its severity in the population, and its cost

· Monitor trends in treatment and management in the population

· Monitor exposure to asthma triggers

· Assist in evaluating the effect of interventions designed to reduce the burden of asthma.
The Pilot Study  

A pilot study was conducted using members of the Asthma Network of West Michigan (ANWM).  There are 55 members in ANWM.  A simple random sample of 10 members was asked to fill out the data user questionnaire.   All 10 were instructed to make an asthma data request of MDCH and also review the data on the MDCH website.  The results of administering the data user questionnaire are given in Tables 1 and 2.  These results will be used to assist with the quantitative portion of component analysis when it is conducted on a statewide basis.  

Table 1

Pilot Study Results from Section 3 of the Data User Questionnaire 

	3 pts – Very Useful

2 pts – Somewhat Useful

1 pt  -  Not Useful
	µ-hat

n = 10
	σ

	Prevalence of Asthma
	4.4
	0.699

	Asthma Control
	4.5
	0.527

	Asthma Management
	4.0
	0.667

	Work-Related Asthma
	3.1
	0.738

	Asthma Emergency  Visits
	4.0
	0.667

	Asthma Hospitalizations 
	3.9
	0.738

	Asthma Death
	3.3
	0.949

	Asthma Burden  Covered by Medicaid
	4.4
	0.699

	Cost of Asthma
	4.4
	0.699

	Healthy People 2010
	2.9
	0.738

	Methods
	3.5
	1.5
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